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� Regulation
� Norwegian Water Resources and energy directorate 
(NVE) under the Ministry of Petroleum and Energy

� Responsible for the management of Norway’s water and 
energy resources (= wind power licencing authority)

� Pre-2010 the Energy act
� 26 offshore notifications and applications

� Mid 2010 the Ocean Energy act
� Regulates the production of offshore renewable energy:
1) Identification of suitable areas for energy production
2) Strategic environmental impact assessments
3) Project specific environmental impact assessments
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1) Identification of suitable
areas based on e.g:

• Wind resources
• Proximity to grid with available    

capacity
• Chance of rapid realization 
• Regional policies and plans

15 areas recommended for 
Strategic Environmental 
Assessment
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Sectorial assessments / topics
Commercial and societal interests

- Fisheries and aquaculture
- Petroleum interests
- Shipping
- Cultural environment
- Landscape
- Outdoor recreation and tourism
- Defense
- Business activities and employment
- Risk of accidents
- Greenhouse gas emissions 
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Sectorial assessments / topics
Technology and costs

- Wind conditions
- Power system and net condition
- Technology and cost development

Legislation, plans and MPAs
Natural environment

- Seabirds
- Fish, marine mammals and benthic

communities
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� Physical loss/gain of habitat

� Artificial reef effect

� FAD

� Noise (construction)

� Noise (operational)

� Electromagnetic fields

� Hydrographical changes

� Distribution of sediments, 
sedimentation

� Emissions and supply of 
environmentally hazardous 
substances
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D�E���������� �7��� CCCC �7��1 C CCC
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2����� �7��� ��� � �7��1 � �� �
)��
������ �7��� �C�C�C�C �7�6� �C �C�C�C
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AE�, �7��6 ������ �� �7�1C �� ���� ��
)E����� ���

AE ,, �7��< ������ �� �7�#F �� ���� ��
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�� �7��# <<<< �7��F < <<<
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�������
 �7��� �1�1�1�1 �7�6< �1 �1�1�1
 ���E�� ���
E
� �7��# ��� � �7��6 � �� �

Lowest
= ”best”

Highest
= ”worst”
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19 % overlap with total amount of 
national spawning grounds
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See http://www.nve.no/no/Havvind/Havvind--Strategisk-
konsekvensutredning/ (in Norwegian) for the full report(s)


