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One day

Several months

Several days-weeks

Traditional analysis

Genomic analysis 
(…but also for microbes, 
plankton and meiofauna)
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Good Environmental Status under the MSFD

It is achieved when physicochemical (including contaminants, litter and noise) 
and hydrographical conditions are maintained at a level that main structuring 
components of the ecosystem are present, allowing the functionality of the 
system to provide resistance and resilience (ability to withstand stress and also 
ability to recover after a stressor) against deleterious effects of human 
pressures/activities/impacts, maintaining and delivering the ecosystem services 
that provide societal benefits in a sustainable way (i.e. pressures associated with 
uses cumulatively do not hinder the ecosystem components to retain their natural 
diversity, productivity and dynamic ecological processes, and recovery is rapid 
and secure if a use ceases)
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