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Obligations of the Directive
Set-up the plans


Set up maritime spatial plans which identify the spatial and
temporal distribution of existing and future activities, uses in
the marine waters



Set up Competent Authorities

Public participation


Public information from an early stage and participation of
relevant stakeholders, authorities, and public concerned
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Timing
September 2014: Entry into force
2016: Transposition and
Competent Authorities
2021: Establishment of plans in
all marine waters of MS

Geographical coverage
MSP: Marine waters cover coastal
waters, territorial sea and EEZ.

Objectives of Maritime Spatial Plans
1.

Apply an ecosystem-based approach

2. Contribute to the preservation, protection and improvement of
the environment

3. Contribute to the sustainable development of:
 energy sectors at sea
 maritime transport
 fisheries and aquaculture

4. Member States can pursue additional objectives (tourism, raw
materials)

5. Promote the co-existence of relevant activities and uses
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Cross-border cooperation
Cooperation
States

between

Member

 Member States sharing a sea
should cooperate to ensure that
their MSP are coherent and
coordinated
 Means of cooperation are left to
Member States to decide.
Cooperation with third countries
 Cooperate with third countries on their actions with regard to
maritime spatial planning (where geopolitically possible).

Links between land and sea


Take into account land-sea interactions when developing MSP
and promote coherence between MSP and Integrated Coastal
Zone Management.

1. Physical and
ecosystemic
interactions
2. Social and economic
interactions
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Sharing of data and information
“Member States to use best available data and organise the
sharing of information”
a. Environmental, social and economic data
a. Physical data about marine waters
Directive mentions the INSPIRE Directive and EMODnet of which
Member States should make best use.

Geoportal: human activities
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